
Kitten and Puppy (0-4 weeks of age)
Temperature Chart
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A rectal temperature is taken by placing a thermometer gently in your pet’s rectum (his/her bottom). For how-to instructions, see the 
Maddie’s Flash Class on “Taking the Temperature in a Kitten or Puppy."

Surrounding Nest Temperature is the temperature immediately surrounding the nest where the kittens and puppies are kept. 
Inexpensive room thermometers can be found at home supply stores. 

Room Humidity can be read with a humidity meter. Inexpensive humidity meters can be found at home supply stores. 

A drop in temperature can greatly affect a kitten or puppy who is between 0-4 weeks of age! 
Temperature decrease can cause the heart rate to go down, and the stomach and intestines to slow 
down as well.

Age of Kitten or Puppy Rectal Temperature1 Surrounding Nest 
Temperature2 Room Humidity2

0-1 week 95-99°F 85-90°F 55-60%

2-3 weeks 97-100°F 79-84°F 55-60%

4 weeks 99-101°F 73.5-79°F 55-60%
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